Name: _________________________________________

Homework Menu: The Events Leading to the 

American Revolution 
Essential Understandings:  The following is a list of understandings that you need to demonstrate in the homework choice you pick each week from this homework menu.

· Be able to describe what caused the increased tension between Britain and the Colonies after the French and Indian War as well as the key events leading to the Revolutionary War. 

· Be able to understand the different points of view of the colonists that were living in the colonies during the Events Leading to the American Revolution.

· Be able to identify key historical figures that played an important role in the Events Leading to the American Revolution and be able to explain their role or influence.

Homework Menu Choices:

1.  Write an interview with one person who played a key role in the Events Leading to the American Revolution.  In your interview make sure to provide the questions and the responses to the questions.  In addition, focus your questions on what role the person played and the reasons for his or her actions as well as his or opinion or thoughts about the impending war between Britain and the British Colonies. 

2.  Create a jeopardy game that can be played with the class with all the information from this unit.  You need to have four categories with five questions and answers in each category.  In each category, your questions should be organized from easiest to hardest and be given points (200, 400,600,800, and 1,000).  Create a final jeopardy question as well.  Categories could include: British Acts, Colonial Actions, Patriots, etc… 

3.  Create an Events Leading to the Revolutionary War Scrapbook that covers the major events leading up to the Revolutionary War.  The scrapbook should include pictures with captions and citations as well as a brief summary of each event. 

4.  Pretend to be a colonist living in the American Colonies in the time leading up to the American Revolution.   Write a letter to a relative living in Britain about what life is like in Boston after the Townshend Acts are passed and the Boston Massacre has occurred.  From your point of view, describe what has caused tension in Boston, your opinion about the Townshend Acts, what role you play in the boycott, and your thoughts about the Boston Massacre.  Make sure to break your content down into paragraphs.  Your letter should include a date, correct letter format with a greeting and closing. 

5.  Create a sequencing brain frame for the events leading to the passage of the Stamp Act and how the colonists responded to the Stamp Act ending with what the British Parliament did in response to the colonial actions. 

6.  Draw a cartoon strip depicting a conversation between a patriot and a loyalist during the Events Leading to the American Revolution.  Include a picture, conversation bubbles, and a caption for each frame.  Make sure the conversation focuses on the differing opinions they each have about the British Parliament, King George III, and the laws that are being imposed on the colonists.  Use historical references in your conversation. 

7.  Pretend to be either a patriot or loyalist living in Boston from 1760-1775.  Write three separate diary entries that include dates from that time period about what is going on in Boston during this tension filled time.  What do you hear people talking about?  What do you see?  What role do you play in what is happening around you?  What are your thoughts?  What are your fears?  Don’t forget to provide historical references to support your thoughts and fears. 

8.  Write, perform, and film a skit about an event leading up to the American Revolution studied in class.  When you submit your video, make sure to include a script as well. This is one option you can do with a classmate. 

9. Make a powerpoint about five British laws (acts) passed during the Events Leading to the American Revolution and the colonial reaction and action in response to each of these laws.  Your powerpoint should be a minimum of ten slides long.  In your powerpoint, give the date of the event and a brief explanation about each law.  Include a graphic to represent something about the law.  In addition, create a slide about the colonial reaction for each law passed.  In reaction/action slides include a brief description of how colonists reacted to the law as well as actions they took in response to the laws.  Include a graphic on this slide as well to represent your content.  Don’t forget to cite all of your pictures. 

10. Pretend to be a member of the Parliament after the Boston Tea Party.   

Write a speech to be delivered at tomorrow’s Parliament session about your thoughts and feelings about the colonial actions.  Describe what happened at the so called “Boston Tea Party.”  What would you call the event? Should they be punished?  Why or why not?  How should they be punished?  What should be done if colonists rebel against the punishment administered by Parliament?  What are your hopes and fears with regard to Britain’s relationship with the American Colonies at this point in time.  Remember to include historical references for your speech. 

11. You create a homework choice!  Get it approved by me, complete it, and it can count toward your four homework menu choices.

Important Things to Know and Remember about the Homework Menu

· You have to choose one assignment to complete each week for the next four weeks with the exception of the week of Thanksgiving.  No assignments are due in that week.  Final due date for all four assignments is December 16, 2011. 

· The first assignment will be due on Friday 11/18 and the three consecutive Fridays thereafter, except for the Thanksgiving week.

· Grading will be based on historical accuracy, creative effort, proofreading/editing effort, and whether or not you cited your pictures.

· All four assignments will be graded individually and will then be added up to count as a quiz score after the final due date.

 Rubric for Homework Menu Choice
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