Impeachment Individual Project Choices

Persuasive Essay

1.  Create a thesis statement on which your whole persuasive essay will be based.  For example, if you are studying Clinton, your thesis could be:  There was convincing evidence to prove President Clinton was guilty of the crimes for which he was accused.  The Senate acted irresponsibly when it made the wrong decision to acquit him, or the reverse, depending on your opinion.  You need to make your thesis statement specific to the impeachment case you studied.

2.  Once you create your thesis statement begin organizing your arguments using the EmPower handouts given in class.

3.  The essay needs to contain five paragraphs: introduction, three arguments, and a concluding paragraph.

Important Things to Remember or Consider:

· Don't forget to provide background information for the reader during the introduction as well as a preview of what your arguments will be.

· Your conclusion must rephrase your thesis, summarize your main arguments, and include a "So What?" sentence

· You will be graded on your editing.  Remember to proofread for typos and other errors.

Front Page of Newspaper

Create an idea for a major news story for your impeachment case.  It may be easiest to assume that your paper is being printed after the impeachment of the president you are studying, or, in the case of Nixon, after his resignation.  

Requirements:

· Your news story must be at least four paragraphs long: an introduction, two supporting paragraphs, and a concluding paragraph.

·  Include a graphic to go with your news story.  Make sure to site your picture.

· Create two other features on your front page.  One will include an explanation of key people in your case.  The other one can be one of either of the following two choices: an opinion/editorial piece, or a chronology of the main events of the case.

Things to Consider or Remember:

· Don’t forget to include the name of your newspaper, the date, and anything else that appears on the front page of a newspaper in order to make it look authentic. 

Powerpoint Presentation  

Requirements:

· provide the background on the case

· impeachment charges and their meaning

· the impeachment process and results of the case

·  key players in the case 

·  a title page for your power point

·  captions for your pictures 

·  citations for your pictures

·  a quiz at the end of your power point to get the class involved; it should contain a minimum of five questions

Important Things to Consider or Remember:

· In order to earn a high grade on this power point, you must be able to summarize the content without a lot of words on each slide. Therefore, you must include visuals to help the viewer understand the key content being presented.  Choose your words carefully and make sure they explain the essence of the concept or event you are trying to share with the viewer.

· Be prepared to present your power point to the class and conduct the quiz at the end.  It is a requirement for this project choice.

Impeachment Pairs Project Choices

News Show

Create an idea for a major news story for your impeachment case that will be aired on your news show.  This will be your lead/news breaking story.  It may be easiest to assume that your news show is being aired after the impeachment of the president you are studying or, in the case of Nixon, after he resigns.  

Requirements:

· Your news story must document the background on the case, the charges against the President, the results of the case and the key people in the case.

· Include at least one interview during your news show with one of the key people in the case.  Your interview should include questions that elicit from the person being interviewed key facts about the case against the President.

· You will be required to share your news show with the class.

Debate

 In partners create a script that includes a debate between two people on different sides of the impeachment argument for the case that you and your partner studied.  Each of the partners will take on the role of one of the people in the script, although you will write the script together.

Requirements:

· Your debate must include at least three arguments for and against the impeachment of the President you studied. Before you write the debate provide background information for the audience that explains the process of impeachment and what happened in the impeachment case you studied. 

· The script should be written as a back and forth debate between the two people.   

· Make sure to present arguments that demonstrate your understanding of the case and be prepared to perform this in front of the class.  

· The class will vote on a winner at the end of the debate.

Important Things to Remember or Consider: 

· You must be prepared to hand in a neatly finished final copy of your debate script to Ms. Summa for the purpose of grading.

