Constitutional Convention Essay

Draft due 1/18/12

Final Due Friday 1/21/12

Essay Topic: 

The members of the Constitutional Convention confronted three issues that caused conflict and important debate among the delegates at the convention when creating the new framework of government for the United States.  

Task: Write a five paragraph essay explaining the three issues and the compromises/solutions that the delegates created in order to resolve the three issues.  You are not writing in first person as your delegate and should not be using "I" statements.

The three issues delegates dealt with were:

Issue # 1:  How to determine representation in the new federal/national government's legislative branch. (Supporting Paragraph # 1)

Issue # 2:  Whether or not to count slaves as part of the population when determining representation in the House of Representatives and whether or not to count slaves for taxation. (Supporting Paragraph # 2)

Issue # 3:  Whether or not to ban the slave trade.  (Supporting Paragraph # 3)

Your essay should include:

 1.)  An Introductory paragraph:

* introduce the reader to the Constitutional Convention (where, when, and why it took place), 

* include a thesis: The delegates confronted many issues when creating a new plan for the national government, but through debate, they were able to compromise and agree upon solutions to solve the issues and establish a new plan for the United States national government.  (You may use this thesis)

2.)  Three supporting paragraphs : focus on the above three issues as well as an explanation of the compromises/solutions the delegates created for each issue.

3.) A concluding paragraph:  restate the thesis, summarize the three main issues and solutions, and write a final So What statement!

